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activities, In its own affairs, the village enjoyed
a complete autonomy and may be said to have
led to what is known a* Panchayati Raj, It is
the village Panchayat which contains the seeds
of modern self-governing institutions. The
method of election to the Panchayat was partly
democratic and partly dependent upon chance*
Women could become members of the Pan-
chayat, and inscriptions contain references to
women members of the village communes.
The Indian village communities, once famil-
iarised by Sir Henry Maine, have found a
host of enthusiastic but uncritical admirers in
modern times. " It is probable that the ten-
dency towards self-government evidenced by
these various forms of corporate activity receiv-
ed fresh impetus from the Buddhist rejection
of the authority of the priesthood and further
by its repudiation of caste. It is, indeed, to
the Buddhist books that we have to turn for
an account of the manner in which the
affairs of these early examples of representa-
tive self-governing institutions were conduct-
ed* And it may come as a surprise to many
til ietra that in the Assemblies of the Bud-
in India two thousand years and more
are to be found the rudiracnts of our own